ON   THE   LAGO   DI   GARDA

CHAPTER   ONE
The Spinner and the Monks

THE Holy Spirit is a Dove, or an Eagle. In the Old
Testament it was an Eagle; in the New Testament it is a
Dove.

And there are, standing over the Christian world, the
Churches of the Dove and the Churches of the Eagle*
There are, moreover, the Churches which do not belong
to the Holy Spirit at all, but which are built to pure
fancy and logic; such as the Wren Churches in London.

The Churches of the Dove are shy and hidden: they
nestle among trees, and their bells sound in the mellow-
ness of Sunday; or they are gathered into a silence of
their own in the very midst of the town, so that one
passes them by without observing them; they are as if
invisible, offering no resistance to the storming of the
traffic.

But the Churches of the Eagle stand high, with their
heads to the skies, as if they challenged the world below.
They are the Churches of the Spirit of David, and their
bells ring passionately, imperiously, felling on the sub-
servient world below.

The Church of San Francesco was a Church of the
Dove. I passed it several times, in the dark, silent little
square, without knowing it was a church. Its pink walk
were blind, windowless, unnoticeable, it gave no sign,
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